
 

 
 

Seeking Nominations: National Advisory Committee (NAC) for the  
Network for Community Engagement and Carnegie Classification Australia 

 
 
We are pleased to invite nominations for new members to join the Carnegie National Advisory 
Committee (NAC).  
 
What is the Carnegie Community Engagement Classification? 
 
The Carnegie Community Engagement Classification enables higher education institutions to 
demonstrate their commitment to community engagement and public good, supporting progress in 
the field through identifying and sharing good practice. The elective classification process sits 
alongside our Network program and offers participating universities the opportunity to conduct a 
structured self-study to capture a full picture of the various elements of institutional commitment to 
community engagement. This involves data collection and documentation of important aspects of 
institutional mission, identity and commitments. 
 
The classification was first offered in the United States in 2006 and has been the leading framework 
for institutional assessment and recognition of community engagement in US higher education. In 
2018, efforts to internationalise the Classification led to an Australian pilot. The success of this 
initiative has led to the establishment of the Network for Community Engagement and Carnegie 
Classification Australia, launched in September 2021 and subsequent classification of The University 
of Technology and the Australian Catholic University in 2023. 
 
What is the Community Engagement Network? 
 
The Carnegie Community Engagement Network brings together community members, third sector 
practitioners, professionals and academics who have an interest in partnered approaches to 
furthering public good. The Network offers an annual calendar of webinars, workshops and network 
sessions to provide the community with opportunities to listen, learn and build knowledge and 
practice to further the field of engaged scholarship and partnership through the Carnegie 
Community Engagement definition. 
 
The Network offers two modes of engagement: 
 

1. The Community of Practice for the Network for Community Engagement and Carnegie 
Classification Australia is an open group that looks to engage with every professional, academic, 
researcher, community partner or student who is interested in Engaged Scholarship or 
Community Engagement. 
 
2.  Paid membership to the Carnegie Community Engagement Network through Engagement 
Australia is available to higher education institutions that are interested in furthering public good 
through partnership with communities. Member institutions gain free access to an extensive 
array of capacity building opportunities for their staff and community partners. Membership also 
offers a pathway to Classification, accompanied with targeted guidance and scaffolded support. 

  
About the National Advisory Committee (NAC):  
 
The National Advisory Committee was established in 2021 to oversee the Carnegie Community 
Engagement Classification and the Community Engagement Network and is auspiced by Engagement 
Australia.  
 
The NAC plays a vital role in providing strategic leadership, governing the activities of the Network, 
Classification and reporting to the Engagement Australia Board. The Committee helps facilitate 



 

connections across the sector, broadens networks, disseminates best practice, and champions 
advocacy and visibility for community engagement in Australia. 
 
The Committee comprises 8-15 members including representatives from Universities (practitioners, 
researchers, administrators, academics), Community members and community engagement 
practitioners, Government members, Indigenous representatives and at least one representative 
from Engagement Australia.  Observers may be invited by current members to attend meetings as 
appropriate. 
 
Role of NAC member 
 
As a committee member, you will bring your expertise in your field to collaborate with fellow 
members in advising on strategies to build community engagement across Australia. Your insights, 
drawn from your experience in higher education or as a community partner, will be invaluable in 
improving our program evaluation initiatives and enhancing the work we do in community 
engagement. 
 
Your input will be instrumental in guiding our efforts to assist higher education institutions in 
fulfilling their civic purpose through socially useful knowledge creation and dissemination, and the 
growth of the Carnegie network. 
 
What to expect as a NAC Member: 
 

● Commitment: Committee members attend meetings six times per year. Members are 
expected to be prepared and actively participate in all meetings. More than three absences 
without notice will lead to cancellation of membership. 
 

● Contribution: Members are asked to provide insights based on their expertise to inform the 
program and to participate in sub-committee work when required. 
 

● Network Facilitation: Members help broaden the Carnegie network by facilitating 
connections with universities, communities, government bodies, and sector organizations 
(e.g., IRU - Innovative Research Universities). 

 
● Advocacy and Visibility: Members act as ambassadors, promoting good governance, quality 

assurance, and visibility for the Carnegie Classification and Network.  Members will engage 
with and provide guidance to stakeholders at higher education institutions wishing to 
submit applications for the Classification. 
 

● Support: Members will receive support from the NAC chair, Carnegie Program Coordinator 
and Engagement Australia Operations Manager to facilitate your contribution to the 
committee. 

 
For more details, please refer to Carnegie Engagement National Advisory Committee governance 
framework 
 
Nominations process:  
 
Both self-nominations and the nomination of others, with their agreement, are accepted. Members 
are elected through a simple majority vote at an annual meeting of NAC. 
  
We are committed to achieving diverse representation on the Committee. We strongly encourage 
applications from First Nations Australians, people from culturally and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds, culturally and marginalised communities, people with disability, LGBTIQA+ and 
regional Australia. 
  



 

 
How to apply: 
 
Send an email to to carnegie@engagementaustralia.org.au with the subject: NAC Nomination and 
include the following 
 

1. a resume of no more than 5 pages in Microsoft Word or PDF format,  
2. a cover letter of no more than 500 words outlining  

a. why would you like to be a member of Carnegie Engagement National Advisory 
committee 

b. what you/the nominee would bring to the National Advisory Committee and work of 
Engaged Scholarship in Australia. 

 
Closing date for applications is 06 Feb 2026 
  
If you have any questions regarding the role please contact Alphia Passamai-Inesedy, Chair of the 
National Advisory Committee at alphia.possamai@westernsydney.edu.au 
 
For any administrative questions, please email carnegie@engagementaustralia.org.au 
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