
Thursday 23 July 2026 
 Poster Presentations 

1.30-2.00pm - Cafe 
 4D Care: Developing strategies for the 

families of children accessing early 
childhood intervention to improve dental 
care 
 
Presenters: Mihiri Silva: Director of Research and 
Associate Professor in Paediatric Dentistry, The 
University of Melbourne 
Jo Thorpe: Senior Manager Child and Family, 
Access Health and Community 

A Case Study of Trauma-Informed 
Engagement in Stakeholder-Led Research 
 
Presenter: Giovanina Demaria, Coordinator, 
International Community-Engaged Research, 
Community-Engaged Research, ACU Engagement, 
Australian Catholic University, Vivien Cinque, 
Manager, Community-engaged Research, 
Australian Catholic University 

Enabling access to further education 
within small communities in Gippsland 
East 
 
Presenter: Rick Coleman, Study Hub Team 
Leader, Gippsland East Local Learning and 
Employment Network 
 

Co-designing the Community Health 
and Wellbeing Worker (CHWW) 
 
Presenter: Stephanie Best, Associate Professor 
Implementation Science, The University of 
Melbourne 

 The Consumer Panels Portal: opening a 
front door to public involvement in 
research 
 
Presenter: Helen Slaney, Senior Manager, Research 
Performance La Trobe University 

Engagement focussed Commercial 
Projects Case Management System – 
Reflections 
 
Presenter: Gregory P Knowles, Senior Consultant, 
Research Tenders (Education) Deakin University 

Ideological and political education and 
community-engaged learning in the 
context of Chinese style modernization: 
A case study 
  
Authors/Presenters: Harley Dickinson, 
Professor, University of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, Canada, Qiong Dong, Lecturer, 
Ludong University, Yantai, PRC 

 

 
Thursday 23 July 2026 

Time Institutionalisation Engaging with Community Engaging with Industry, 
Government and Community 

Engaging with Community 

Room Forum 1 Forum 2 Forum 3 The Lab 
2.00pm Reimagining Engagement from Within: A 

Case Study of the Professional Staff 
Conference Advancing Shared Purpose 
and Collective Knowledge 
 
Presenter: Angela Sojan, Program and Content 
Lead – Professional Staff Conference 2026, The 
University of Melbourne 

From Campus to Community: 
Multidisciplinary Screening Addressing 
Unmet Child Health Needs 
 
Presenters: Roisin McGrath, Associate Professor 
Oral Health, The University of Melbourne 
Cath Healy, Partnership Manager, Our Place 
Carlton 

Cross-Sector Approaches to 
International Student Welcome 
 
Presenters: Trisnasari Fraser, Welcoming 
Universities Coordinator, Welcoming Australia 
Olga Cherniak, Senior Research Analyst, 
Welcoming Australia 
Aleem Ali, CEO, Welcoming Australia 
Gary Lee OAM, Manager of International 
Education, City of Melbourne 
Erin Willis, Senior Policy and Strategy Advisor 
International, University of Melbourne 
Ayra Hani Arif Fahmy, International Student 
Ambassador, University of Melbourne 

Turning the University inside-out: 
enabling transformative learning 
experiences through Community 
Fellowships 
 
Presenter: Charlene Edwards, Manager and 
Community Fellows Program Director, 
University of Melbourne 

2.30pm Measuring the Immeasurable: University 
Engagement in Practice at Auckland 
University of Technology 
 

Giving voice to families of premature or 
sick babies in neonatal care 
 
Presenters: Vivien Cinque, Manager, Community-
engaged Research, Australian Catholic University, 

Multi-level engagement in action: Co-
designing Play Well, Australia's sport 
participation strategy 
 

The Social Impact Grants: Enabling 
Community-University Partnerships for 
Impact 
 



Presenter: Janie van Woerden, Manager, External 
Engagement and Partnerships, School of Future 
Environments, Faculty of Design and Creative 
Technologies, Auckland University of Technology 

Felicia Welstead, CEO, Life’s Little Treasures 
Foundation, Mel Macklin, Graphic Designer 
Communications Officer, Community-Engaged 
Research, ACU Engagement 

Presenter: Dr Katherine Raw, Senior Lecturer, 
Deakin Business School, Deakin University; 
Senior Research Fellow, Australian Sports 
Commission 

Presenters: Anusha Muller, Social Impact 
Practitioner, University of Technology Sydney 
Genevieve Wilkinson, Associate Professor, 
University of Technology Sydney 

Time Institutionalisation Engaging with Community Engaging with Industry, 
Government and Community 

Engaging with Industry, 
Government and Community 

Room Forum 1 Forum 2 Forum 3 The Lab 
3.00pm Engaging community in discovery 

research at the Doherty Institute 
 
Presenters: Miranda Smith, Community Advisory 
Board Co-Chair (Doherty), Senior Collaborative 
Research Specialist 
Cindy Schultz Ferguson, Community Advisory 
Board Co-Chair (Community), The Peter Doherty 
Institute for Infection and Immunity 

Higher education in a correctional centre: 
Clemente Australia as a case study 
 
Presenter: Dr. Leila Iranmanesh, Academic Literacy 
Advisor, Australian Catholic University 
Nyree Gale, Clemente Coordinator, Corrections 
NSW, Australian Catholic University 

From Outreach to Partnership: A 
National Model for Place-Based, 
Community-Led Engagement in 
Regional Australia 
 
Presenters: Sonal Singh, Head of Equity 
Pathways University of Technology Sydney 
Chris Ronan, co-CEO Study Hubs Australia 
 

Connecting Communities: Nutrition and 
Education from Melbourne to Havana 
and Rio 
 
Presenter: Adrian H. Hearn, Professor of 
Anthropology, The University of Melbourne 

 

Friday 24 July 2026 
Time Engaging with Community Engaging with Community Engaging with Industry, 

Government and Community 
Evaluation of Impactful 

Partnerships 
Room Forum 1 Forum 2 Forum 3 Meeting Room 13-14 
10.45am Fire to Flourish: Co-designing 

Transformative Community Engagement 
in East Gippsland A case study of a 
university–community partnership in 
post-disaster recovery 
 
Presenters: Ms Eva Grunden, Community 
Facilitator Fire to Flourish East Gippsland 
Dr Jana-Axinja Paschen, Research Fellow Monash 
University 
Ms Elise Park PhD Student Monash University 

Reframing Engagement: Centering 
Cultural Knowledge Systems in 
University–Community Partnerships. A 
case study of West African multi art-form 
research. 
 
Presenters: Lamine Sonko Executive Director 13.12 
and Higher Degree Researcher, Australian National 
University 
Olive Moynihan, Executive Producer 13.12 

Co-designing to support multicultural 
communities: An Australian Research 
Council Linkage case study 
 
Presenters: Enqi Weng, Teaching Fellow, Deakin 
University 
Kashif Bouns, Director Strategy and Operations, 
Victorian Multicultural Commission 

A university-community partnership to 
co-design a parent and coach program 
for inclusive preschool physical activity: 
A case study with evaluation 
 
Presenters: Sanne Peters, Senior Research 
Fellow, University of Melbourne 
Loni Binstock, Consumer (parent with lived 
experience) 
Free Coulston, Postdoctoral Researcher, 
University of Melbourne 

11.15am Mosaic at Griffith: A university and 
community collaboration that changes 
the lives of people with mental health 
issues. 
 
Presenters: Jane Fowler, Associate Professor, 
Director of Mosaic, School of Allied Health, Sport 
and Social Work, Griffith University 
Matthew Molineux, Professor, Deputy Director of 
Mosaic, School of Allied Health, Sport and Social 
Work, Griffith University 

Co-creating Cultural Engagement: A 
Partnership between the Islamic Museum 
of Australia and La Trobe University 
 
Presenters: Mei Nee Cheong, General Manager, 
Islamic Museum of Australia 
Kellie Watson, Community Relations Manager, La 
Trobe University 

First Nations Dance Mentoring in 
Tertiary Education: A culture-centred, 
community-grounded approach for 
building skills, knowledge, and career 
pathways. 
 
Presenter: Rheannan Port, Lecturer in Dance 
(Indigenous), Victorian College of the Arts, The 
University of Melbourne 

Evaluating community-led impact: an 
embedded evaluation of the long-term 
Yuwaya Ngarra-li partnership between 
UNSW and the Dharriwaa Elders Group 
 
Presenters: Associate Professor Ruth 
McCausland, UNSW Director of Yuwaya Ngarra-
li partnership 
Dharriwaa Elders Group, Walgett 

 

 



Time Engaging with Community Engaging with Community Engaging with Industry, 
Government and Community 

Evaluation of Impactful 
Partnerships 

Room Forum 1 Forum 2 Forum 3 Meeting Room 13-14 
11.45am Care, connection and collaboration: 

Partnerships and anchor projects for 
community health and wellbeing in 
Melbourne’s City North Social Innovation 
Precinct 
 
Presenters: Katherine Johnson, Professor of 
Community Psychology and Dean, School of 
Global, Urban and Social Studies, RMIT 
Perrie Ballantyne, Social Innovator and Visiting 
Fellow, School of Global, Urban and Social Studies, 
RMIT 
Ronnie Egan, Professor of Social Work, School of 
Global, Urban and Social Studies, RMIT 

Scientists to Students - How University 
Outreach is creating authentic STEM 
engagement for young people 
 
Presenters: Julia Cleghorn, Manager, STEM 
Outreach Programs 
Paris Mordecai, Senior Coordinator – STEM 
Outreach (Indigenous) 
Marie Kinsey - Senior Coordinator – STEM 
Outreach Programs, The University of Melbourne 

La'o Hamutuk: UNSW Engineering & 
Timor-Leste Walking Together 
 
Presenters: Ego Lemos, Executive Director, 
Permatil (Permakultura Timor Lorosa'e) 
Marcos Taec Abi, L.Ed., M.A. Pro-Rector 
Planning and External Cooperation, Dili Institute 
of Technology 
Lindsay Reilly, Senior Manager, Societal Impact 
and Partnerships ENG Faculty, UNSW Sydney 

Participatory evaluation of a patient-led 
process co-designing a social support 
and learning program to improve 
quality of life for people with chronic 
pain 
 
Presenter: Angie Clerc-Hawke, lived experience 
researcher, University of Technology Sydney; 
Founder, Our Recovery Ltd 

 
 
Friday 24 July 2026 

 Poster Presentations 
12.35-1.05pm - Cafe 

 4D Care: Developing strategies for the 
families of children accessing early 
childhood intervention to improve dental 
care 
 
Presenters: Mihiri Silva: Director of Research and 
Associate Professor in Paediatric Dentistry, The 
University of Melbourne 
Jo Thorpe: Senior Manager Child and Family, 
Access Health and Community 

A Case Study of Trauma-Informed 
Engagement in Stakeholder-Led Research 
 
Presenter: Giovanina Demaria, Coordinator, 
International Community-Engaged Research, 
Community-Engaged Research, ACU Engagement, 
Australian Catholic University, Vivien Cinque, 
Manager, Community-engaged Research, 
Australian Catholic University 

Enabling access to further education 
within small communities in Gippsland 
East 
 
Presenter: Rick Coleman, Study Hub Team 
Leader, Gippsland East Local Learning and 
Employment Network 
 

Co-designing the Community Health 
and Wellbeing Worker (CHWW) 
 
Presenter: Stephanie Best, Associate Professor 
Implementation Science, The University of 
Melbourne 

 The Consumer Panels Portal: opening a 
front door to public involvement in 
research 
 
Presenter: Helen Slaney, Senior Manager, Research 
Performance La Trobe University 

Engagement focussed Commercial 
Projects Case Management System – 
Reflections 
 
Presenter: Gregory P Knowles, Senior Consultant, 
Research Tenders (Education) Deakin University 

Ideological and political education and 
community-engaged learning in the 
context of Chinese style modernization: 
A case study 
  
Authors/Presenters: Harley Dickinson, 
Professor, University of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, Canada, Qiong Dong, Lecturer, 
Ludong University, Yantai, PRC 

 

 
 



 
Friday 24 July 2026 

Time Engaging with Community Engaging with Industry, Government 
and Community 

Institutionalisation Evaluation of Impactful 
Partnerships & Engaging with 

Community 
Room Forum 1 Forum 2 Forum 3 Meeting Room 13-14 
1.05pm Building Reciprocal Community-University 

Partnerships: Lessons from 30 Years of 
UTS Shopfront 
 
Presenter: Grace Dulawan, Learning Facilitator, 
University of Technology Sydney 

Partners in Pathways: Widening 
Participation through Sport-Based 
University-Community Collaboration 
 
Presenters: Dr Belinda D'Angelo - Senior Lecturer 
Access & Participation, La Trobe University 
Abraham Abraham - National CALD Program 
Manager, Football Australia 

Shifting Power in Humanitarian 
Convenings: Barriers and Enablers to 
Local Leadership 
 
Presenter: Julia Hartelius, Research Fellow, 
Centre for Humanitarian Leadership, Deakin 
University 

Integrated Response, Improved 
Outcomes: Victoria's Emergency 
Medical Response Program 
 
Presenters: Tanie Stickland, Emergency Medical 
Response Program (Fire Rescue Victoria) 
Director/Lecturer/Registered Paramedic 
Ellen Newman, Emergency Medical Response 
Program (Fire Rescue Victoria) Program 
Assistant/Lecturer/Registered Paramedic, 
Monash University 

1.35pm Partnership Architecture: 
Institutionalising Reciprocal University-
Community Engagement through Credit-
Bearing Service-Learning 
 
Presenters: Cynthia Chang-Huda, Assistant Dean, 
College of Interdisciplinary & Experiential Learning, 
Singapore University of Social Sciences 
Pamela Loh, Head (Service-Learning), College of 
Interdisciplinary & Experiential Learning, Singapore 
University of Social Sciences 
Jann Lim Yi Lun, Undergraduate Student, Learning 
with Communities Student 
Nidhi Gupta, Centre Manager, Seniors Engagement 
and Enabling Node (Bukit Batok), Buddhist 
Compassion Relief Tzu-Chi Foundation (Singapore) 

The Northern Study Hub: A Community-
Engaged University Study Hub Expanding 
Access Through Local Partnerships 
 
Presenters: Sam Sterling, Director Northern Study 
Hub 
Kellie Watson, Community Relations Manager La 
Trobe University 

Meaningful approaches to 
measurement that align with university 
missions 
 
Presenters: Zac Ashkanasay, Principal, NOUS 
Mikaeli Costello, Chief Community Engagement 
Officer, The University of Queensland 

Building Trust for Impact: A Place‑Based 
University – Community Partnership to 
Address Educational Inequity 
 
Presenters: Professor Sonya Stanford, Pro Vice-
Chancellor Cradle Coast region, University of 
Tasmania 
Kate Sims, Regional Partnerships Manager 
University of Tasmania 

2.05pm Conversations that matter: Teaching and 
learning with lived experience 
 
Presenter: Dr Meg Keage, Course Coordinator, 
Masters of Speech Pathology, The University of 
Melbourne 

Community Hours Initiative - Griffith 
University 
 
Presenter: Scott Harrison, Pro Vice Chancellor 
(Arts, Education and Law); Assistant Vice 
Chancellor (Cultural Curation and Community 
Partnerships), Griffith University 

Students Supporting Students: A Peer-
Led Pre-Orientation Model for 
Belonging and Employment 
 
Presenters: Martina Casolini, Senior Officer, 
student access & orientation, The University of 
Melbourne 
Caty Li, Senior Advisor, Student@Work 

Beyond the Classroom: The Value of 
Community Engagement 
 
Presenters: Lushomo (Lushy) Chinganya, 
University of Melbourne, Amila Premakumara 
(GSA President), Grace Liu (students@work 
intern and previous residential president) 
 

 


